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Hide & Shake
Find the shaker in this issue and be
entered to win a $10 grocery card.
Visit our website, thesaltmagazine.
com, and click on the Shaker Contest
link at the top and enter your contact information. Your name, street
number, street name, city and zip
code are required. Only your name

and city will be published. All entries
must be received by Aug. 1. Only
online entries will be accepted.
In the May/June issue, the shaker
was hidden on page 14, on the shelf
of antiques.
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Salt Scoop
Send us your favorite recipe.
We may feature it in an
upcoming issue.

Visit our website, thesaltmagazine.com, and
click on the Recipe Submission link at the top to
be entered. Include a photo of your dish, too, if
you’ve got one. All entries must be received by
Aug. 1.
Every submitted recipe will be entered in a
drawing for a $25 grocery card.

- From the Editor -

So, I flipped my lid recently. I looked
a little (a lot) crazy.
What was so terrible that inspired
this?
Packing for a trip.
I should have learned by experience that this is a stressful time and
is not to be left to the last minute.
But, no. I completely focused on the
wrong things, like finding The Perfect Swim Bag With
Zipper that I knew we owned. I could cite its dimensions and qualities better than a catalog. With the
stripes, the stripes, I repeated to my husband, who
was trying to help.
But it wasn’t to be found. Plan B.
The irony hit me soon after. Why was I stressing
about fitting every peg into its hole for a vacation
where we had only made definite plans for one day
out of four? We wanted to be spontaneous, take it as
it came, send postcards back home, relax. As long as
we remembered our swim gear, it mattered not one bit
what bag it was stowed in.
I almost missed the forest for the trees.
And 100 percent of scenic overlooks have an amazing view worth slowing down for.
This issue can help with things to explore before
the scheduling of fall returns, from chuck wagon dinners and The Hillsboro House, to checking out Ohio
Caverns, cemeteries turned nature preserves and Frank
Lloyd Wright’s legacy here.
Just don’t forget the postcards.

Recently, I inventoried the deep freezer and happily
found some chopped apples, all prepped for pie but
languishing in a corner. Add a package of pie crust
(yep, I’m lazy), and I will have a cinnamon-and-cloveladen treat to lead into fall.
But first, summer. Peaches call my name this time of
year. Which leads to clafoutis. The best part? It’s delicious both warm as dessert and cold as breakfast the
next day. A little googling and comparing recipes led
me to this iteration:
Clafoutis
1 pound stone fruit
1 1/4 cup milk
1/3 cup white sugar
1/3 cup light brown sugar
3 eggs
2 teaspoons vanilla
1/8 teaspoon salt
1/2 cup flour
		 Butter, for pan
Gather a glass or ceramic baking dish. An 8-cup or a
9-inch round dish works well. Grease it with butter. Cut
fruit into slices and scatter in dish. (Cherries are traditional for this dish, but any firm fruit will do.)
In a bowl, whisk together the ingredients, making
sure the sugar is dissolved. Pour over fruit. Bake at
350 degrees for 45 minutes to 1 hour until puffed and
golden.
What’s your favorite way to eat the season you’re in?
Please share recipes at amcgeesterrett@aimmediamidwest.com. Be sure to include your name and the town
where you live.
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A summertime journey
Bonnybrook
Farms a stop
for activities,
food, family fun
Story by Sarah Allen
Photos courtesy of Bonnybrook Farms

D

uring the days of settlers, chuck wagons were
reprieves from frontier stresses and were hubs
for food and community. Nowadays, a similar
sentiment is true at Bonnybrook Farms. There, families
can escape the stresses of the modern world and enjoy
some summertime food and fun.
The annual chuck wagon dinner ride first began four
or five years ago, said Bonnie Mercuri. She and her husband Joe are the owners of Bonnybrook Farm.
“We’re always trying to think of something different,”
Mercuri said. “And we have a beautiful farm and we just
enjoy sharing it with others.”
The four-hour event begins at 5 p.m. with activities
for all ages, including: giant slingshots and clodhopper
golf, a play area, an 80-foot underground slide, and a
catch-and-release fishing pond. (Guests must bring their
own fishing poles and bait.) Kids can also go to the
stable and pet farm animals.
Dinner is served at 6:30 p.m. and is “all you can eat,”
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Mercuri said. The meal features smoked pork
and gives people a chance to enjoy being out in
and chicken, potato salad, mac ‘n’ cheese, and
the country.
Nathan’s hot dogs. “(They) are the best hot dogs
“We have lots of people that just come every
ever,” Mercuri added, saying that the adults
year,” Mercuri said.
enjoy them as much as
But, above all, the
the kids.
goal of the chuck wagon
Also, Mercuri said,
dinner is to give people
the dinner includes a
the chance to reconnect
special cole slaw.
and enjoy time with
“We are becoming
“We are becoming
each other. “We’re doing
famous for our food.
famous for our food,”
this for families,” she
she said. “Everything is
said.
Everything is
delicious.”
The chuck wagon
delicious.”
After dinner, guests
dinner rides are opera— Bonnie Mercuri
climb aboard a chuck
tional in July and
wagon and make their
August. Reservations
way to Todd Fork
can be made by calling
Creek for a bonfire and
937-289-2500, or by
s’mores.
emailing ContactUs@
“The kids have fun,”
BonnybrookFarms.com .
Mercuri said. “There’s a lot of room to run.”
To learn more about this and other events
And that open space, she said, is just as much
at Bonnybrook Farms, visit www.bonnybrookfun for adults. “Nobody feels crowded, ever,”
farms.com.
Mercuri said. “It’s such a relaxing atmosphere.”
Bonnybrook Farms is located at 3779 State
The event, she added, “really is an experience,” Route 132 in Clarksville.
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Clinton County Welcomes You!
1107 Rombach Ave.
Office: 937-382-0809
Wilmington, OH 45177
Fax: 937-382-4548
www.mcbrayerrealestate.com

OH-70020852

For All Your Furniture Needs!
Naylor’s
FURNITURE
SHOWROOM

2291 St. Rt. 22 & 3 West

• Wilmington, Ohio 45177

OH-70059161

937-382-3373 • naylorsfurniture.com

Make that
dream home
yours!
Apply for a
mortgage
today!
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OH-70059162

OH-70059210

local delivery
financing available

Five Star Rated
Nursing Home
839 Cherry Street Blanchester, OH
laurelsofblanchester.com

OH-70059152

McBrayer
Real Estate Co.

Join us August 17th and 18th as
Muddy Buddy Jeep Jam comes
back to Clinton County!
Come help us kick off the weekend
with our Jeep Show and Shine in
downtown Wilmington. August
17th, 6pm -11pm!
Muddy Buddy Jeep Jam has
moved to the Clinton County
Fairgrounds! Open to the public!
August 18th Live on Stage at Jeep
Jam 2018 sponsored by Clinton
County Convention & Visitors
Bureau presents Moccasin Creek
at 7pm and Molly Hatchet at 9pm!
All Jeeps are welcome!
Spectators welcome!
Visit jeepjam.net for more
information!

A hidden world of colors
Ohio Caverns
a day-trip
destination

Story and photos by Sarah Allen

R

olling hills dotted with trees and farmland — a typical,
but still scenic view while driving along many Ohio
roads. But at the Logan and Champaign county lines,
the landscape is only part of the picture… because below the
ground is a network of caves known as “America’s most colorful caverns.”
The Ohio Caverns earned that name, according to manager
J.D. Harshfield, because of both the array of colors on the
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“We have tried to keep (the
caverns) as natural and
protected as possible.”

— J.D. Harshfield, Ohio
Caverns manager

cave walls and the “pure whiteness of the
formations.”
One example of a “pure white wonder,”
as described on the Ohio Caverns website,
is the Crystal King. Harshfield said it is the
largest stalactite in the state. The website further explains that the King is “nearly five feet
long, (weighs) an estimated 400 pounds, and
(is) estimated to be over 200,000 years old.”
The King, Harshfield added, is definitely
one of the most memorable sights in the
Ohio Caverns.
But it is still just one part of the vibrant
underground labyrinth. According to the
website, guests can also visit areas called
“Fantasyland,” “Palace of the Gods” and the
“Big Room,” all of which include formations
of varying size, shape and complexity.
And the backdrop to these formations is
an array of natural colors. The cavern walls
range from purples to oranges to reddishblacks. This vivid palette is a result of three
minerals found within the caves, Harshfield
said.
He added that guests are often surprised
to find such a unique geological treasure in
“Middle of Nowhere, Ohio.”
But, in many ways, surprises have always
been a part of the Ohio Caverns experience.
The caves were originally discovered in
1897 when a farmhand noticed a sinkhole
developing. After digging, he found a crack
in the bedrock and lowered himself in. At
that moment, he “(became) the first living
thing in the caverns,” Harshfield said.
Since that time, the caves have been a
tourist attraction. As such, “We have tried to
keep (the caverns) as natural and protected
as possible,” Harshfield said.
In 1922, the Smith family bought the area
and developed it into the Ohio Caverns. To
this day, the caverns are still privately owned.
Tours have changed some over the years
— from self-guided explorations in the caverns’ earliest days to a current offering of two
distinct tours. Since 2012, guests can go on
the Natural Wonder Tour, which focuses on
the rocks and minerals of the area, and the
Historic Tour, which highlights the history

Ohio Caverns is located at 2210 East
State Route 245 in West Liberty. It is
open every day of the year, 9 a.m. to 5
p.m. in the summer and 10 a.m. to 4 p.m.
in the winter. The caverns are closed on
Thanksgiving and Christmas. To learn
more, visit www.ohiocaverns.com.
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Pictured is some of the “historical graffiti”
that can be found on the Historic Tour.

of the caves as a tourist destination.
Harshfield described some of what guests will
learn on the Historic Tour, saying that, when the
caves were first opened to the public in 1897, visitors crawled in the caves. Many would add their
names to the cave walls. This “historical graffiti,”
Harshfield said, is a visitor favorite.
“It’s neat because … you get a feel of how those
original tours were given,” Harshfield added.
Harshfield also described the Natural Wonder
Tour, saying that, true to Ohio Caverns spirit,
guests get a surprise the moment they begin. The
entrance was originally a sink hole that was filled in
and then reopened in 2012. Harshfield said guests
“go from a nice, well-manicured lawn to a cave.”
Visitors are often surprised by “how quick and
unusual it is,” he said.
But the real surprises are the varied formations
and colors that wait around every bend of the tour.
“The sheer amount of formations,” Harshfield said,
often amazes guests. Many visitors, he said, have
been to other caverns, and so they often think
they know what to expect. But, instead, they are
“shocked by the amount of color and white formations.”
Above ground, the Ohio Caverns is also home to
gem mining, a picnic area, and a playground. “It’s
always a pretty good day trip,” Harshfield said.
Visitors of all ages, he said, can “make a neat little
memory out of it.”
14 | Salt | SW Ohio | July/August 2018

Welcome to

Fayette County
OH-70051783

Local & Long Distance Recovery • 75-Ton Capacity • Forklift Service Available
Assist with Load Shifting • Heavy Duty Wheel Lift Available • Low Boy Service Available

OH-70051781

Buy
o
Ren r
t!

Serving You
Since 1947

Conditioning

Softeners available
in electronic time
clock or demand
regeneration systems

Financing
Available
Jim & Mark Chrisman
www.ChrismanH20.com

800-335-2620

1020 E. Market Street • Washington Court House

OH-70051786

OH-70051784

CALL FOR
FREE WATER ANALYSIS

740-335-6161

fayetteveterinaryhospital.com
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Experience the drive-in
Theaters continue
to offer family fun
and nostalgia
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Story by Liz Young
Photos by Kelli Cardinal

Y

ou can now, thanks to technology, watch a
full-length movie on your phone.
But would you want to?
The answer for many seems to be no, with evidence pointing to packed drive-in movie theaters
each weekend once the weather clears. We gather
with cars and kids in pajamas and Frisbees in the

grass and trips to the concession stand. We smile and nod
at each other while our little ones play and then snuggle
close to family as dusk rolls in and the screens come to
bright life.
It’s an Experience. Yes, with a capital “E,” it’s an
Experience that can’t be found on a phone. Breathe in the
night air and look up at the stars from your blankets and
lawn chairs positioned just past the bumpers. Tune into
the show on your car radio and settle in. Stretch and put
your arm around your husband, wife, child or date for
the evening. Have the Experience together.
Phones don’t create togetherness. We know that. Maybe
that’s why we crave Experiences like the drive-in.
“There’s really nothing quite like watching a movie
under the stars,” says Jim Boyd, owner of the Van-Del
Drive In, located on Lincoln Highway in Middle Point.
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“It’s a family experience — a communal
experience.”
It’s very human, isn’t it, this craving
for the communal? Humans have always
congregated. Early humans assembled
under the stars, telling stories together
for warmth, safety, community. Fast forward a few millennia to the dawn of the
drive-in. The earliest ones started cropping up in the 1930s and drive-ins really
started to hit a cultural stride by the
1950s, with Van-Del being built in the
late 1940s. Drive-ins are communal —
under the stars, with stories, together.
“I remember going to the drive-in
from when I was little,” says Leigh
Taylor, of Lima. She grew up in the
1980s and the drive-in was a regular
event for her family.
“We got to sit in the back of the station wagon, or sit on top of our van with
blankets and pajamas,” she says. “Now I
take my daughter, but I don’t let her sit
on my roof.”

18 | Salt | SW Ohio | July/August 2018

There are quite a few drive-ins to choose from in
the area. Most open about an hour before dark and
operate throughout the summer months depending
on weather. Call or look online for details on specific
hours and days of operation for individual drive-ins.
• Van-Del Drive-In: 19986 Lincoln Highway, Middle
Point. 419-968-2178; van-del.com
• Hi-Road Drive In: 8059 St. Route 68, Kenton. 419675-0922; hiroaddrivein.com
• South Drive-In Theatre: 3050 S. High St., Columbus.
614-491-6771; drive-inmovies.com
• Starlight Drive-In: 1889 U.S. Route 127, Maria Stein.
419-925-4944

• Sidney Auto Vue Drive-In: 1409 Fourth Ave., Sidney.
937-492-5909; sidneyautovue.com
• Tiffin Field of Dreams Drive-In: 4041 North Route
53, Tiffin. 877-343-5334; fieldofdreamsdrivein.com
• Dixie Twin Drive-In: 6201 North Dixie Drive,
Vandalia. 937-890-5513; dixietwin.com
• Starlite Drive-In: 2255 Ohio Pike, Amelia.
513-734-4001; www.starlitedriveinohio.com
• Holiday Auto Theatre: 1816 Oxford Highway,
Hamilton. 513-929-2999;
http://holidayautotheatre.com
For more information on drive-ins across Ohio, visit
driveinmovie.com/OH.
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She likes getting out of the house and “away from the
electronics,” adding that their phones are either off or at
home while at the drive-in. The Taylors trek to Van-Del
throughout the summer months. Her daughter Paige, now
14, saw her first drive-in movie strapped in a car seat and
she still enjoys them.
“It’s good family time,” Taylor says.
Hi-Road Drive In, on state Route 68 in Kenton, also sees
its share of families and multi-generational drive-in fans,
says owner Rodney Miller. Hi-Road was built in 1950 and
Miller has owned it for the past 17 years.
“Not only are there parents who came as kids now
bringing their kids, we’ve got grandparents coming in
with grandchildren,” Miller says. “I’ve seen cars where the
parents are zonked out and the kids are still awake and
watching the movie. It’s good for families with little kids.
They can be a little noisy or fussy without really bothering
anyone.”
Drive-ins, however, are not — nor were they ever —
solely delegated to families. Sue Savinsky, of Lima, went to
area drive-ins as a teenager in the 1970s. The drive-in was
the place to be.
“It was the freedom as a teen, of being out at night. You
were out past dark, but you were at the movies so you were
‘some place,’ which made it OK,” she says. “It was something you did with your friends.”
And from the 1970s to a little closer to present day,
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Rhodes State College student Eliza Laing, of
Lafayette, also calls the drive-in “something to do” as
a teen.
“I thought it was cool that we sat in the back of a
truck with an air mattress and blankets,” Laing says.
“It’s something different to do.”
Crystal Boroff lives in Ohio City and grew up
going to Van Wert’s Ridgeway Drive-In as both a
child and a teenager in the 1990s. Ridgeway, which
was also owned by Boyd, was destroyed by a tornado
in 2002.
“We would go at least twice a month,” she says.
“I remember being able to swing during the movies,
and I thought that was the greatest. I liked the big
screens and being outside in the fresh air.”
Like Taylor and her daughter, Boroff now brings
her kids to the drive-in. They’re regulars at Van-Del.
“The kids like it. They like sitting outside, and
we’re all together,” she says. Her 8-year-old daughter,
Cylee Boroff, is now the one enjoying the swings and
being outside.
And that, says Boyd, is the future of the drive-in.
“The kids enjoy it, and then bring their own kids
one day,” he says. “Parents want them to have the
same experience as they did.”
No, wait. Make that Experience with a capital “E.”

Tissot’s Home Center

Miller's Bakery & Furniture

206 N. ELM ST., HILLSBORO, OH 45133
(937) 393-4275

960 Wheat Ridge Road • West Union, Ohio 45693

937-544-8524

Flooring
Wallpaper
Paint
Braided
Rugs
Blinds

Come to Wheat Ridge;

Cabinets

“Where the Pace is a Little Slower”

August 31st, September 1st, 3rd 2018

HOURS:

MONDAY - FRIDAY
7:00 A.M. - 5:00 P.M.

SATURDAY
7:00 A.M. - 12 P.M.

CLOSED SUNDAY

IF YOU ARE LOOKING
FOR GREAT SELECTION,
GREAT HELP, AND
INSTALLATION,
STOP IN AT TISSOT’S
IN HILLSBORO

(closed on the 2nd)
May 27th,
28th and 30th

Labor Day Weekend Sale

Memorial Day
September
1st, 2018 Sale
Storewide

offers 10 percent off all items in stock
at furniture store only.
(Labor Day Weekend)

The 21st Annual
10% Amish
Off School
Benefit Cookout.

OH-70058707

OH-70059232

All Items in Stock!

The menu includes hamburgers, hot dogs, noodles,
At Furniture
Store
Only
Chip’s
fresh pie,
ice cream,
coffee and soft drinks.
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The

Hillsboro House

prepares to welcome visitors
Story and photos by David Wright

W

An original fireplace is the
highlight of a study on
the ground floor of The
Hillsboro House.

hen Susan Davis and Steve Thompson
bought a house at 246 E. Main St. in
Hillsboro, they weren’t quite sure what
to do with it.
The couple mulled using it for housing funeral
guests, since Thompson is the proprietor of
Thompson Funeral Home directly across the
street, or for a space to throw parties, or simply as
miscellaneous lodging for people coming through
town.
After weighing their options, they settled
on something incorporating all three — The
Hillsboro House.
While the business is best described as a bed
and breakfast, Davis dubbed it a “B-and-no-B,”
because she doesn’t cook — except to leave a
plate of muffins in the kitchen for hungry early
risers. However, several restaurants around town
have agreed to provide catered buffet meals in
the future, and Davis said uptown Hillsboro has
plenty of dining options.
“You just let us know what you want, and we’ll
make sure you get it,” she said.
While The Hillsboro House hasn’t officially
opened yet, it has already been the venue for several events, including a political fundraiser, and a
number of families have rented it while visiting.
Events are starting to be booked.
“I think it’s going to be a real asset to the community, and to the families my funeral home
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The fireplace in the
master bedroom
features an antique
grate special to Davis’
husband’s family.

serves,” he said, adding, “It’s just such a nice house. I think it
turned out really nice. … We’re really excited with it.”
The home boasts a sprawling 2,900 square feet with three bedrooms and two and a half bathrooms. The two-story red-brick
home was constructed in 1906, and while Davis and Thompson
had to nearly gut the interior, it still maintains the small-town
elegance of a bygone era. The ground floor is home to a greatroom flooded with natural light, a dining room with a table
for eight, a study with the original fireplace, a modern
kitchen and bathroom, and a rear entry with a wall of
original brick.
Up a winding staircase flanked by the home’s
original banister is a small study with a bookcase full of paperbacks and board games. Each
of the three bedrooms — one with a queen
bed, one with twin beds, and a master bedroom with a king-sized bed, walk-in closet
and massive bathroom — are equipped with
high-speed internet and TVs. Unlike more
rural retreats found in the area, Davis said she
wanted The Hillsboro House to cater to those
who didn’t desire to unplug.
Each bed is fitted with high-thread-count
Marriott sheets.
“That’s what we like when we go places,” she
said.
The centerpiece of the master bedroom is an
antique fireplace grate from Thompson’s family
24 | Salt | SW Ohio | July/August 2018

The Hillsboro House has recently received
a fresh coat of paint, including a bright blue
front door that represents good luck to those
who pass through.

Come Visit Beautiful

Highland County!

The Times-Gazette
HIGHLAND COUNTY SHOPPER

OH-70058907

108 Gov. Trimble Place Hillsboro
OH, 45133
937-393-3456

Steve Thompson

Meghan Davis

937.393.2373

www.thompsonfuneralhomes.com

For all your Marketing needs contact
Chuck, Sharon, or Tracie
HTGFILL2X2
OH-70058973

Heartland
OH-70020831

A Leading Provider of
Rehabilitation and
Skilled Nursing

937-393-5766

HIGHLAND COUNTY

VETERINARY
HOSPITAL
937-393-2500
1440 N. High St.
Hillsboro, OH

LYNCHBURG

VETERINARY
CLINIC
937-364-2136
201 North Avenue
Lynchburg, OH

New Patients Always Welcome!
Jarrod D Thoroman, DVM

Like us on Facebook
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OH-70058900

HILLSBORO

OH-70051788

OF

Highland County
Veterinary Hospital

“The butter room” is found at the top of the
stairs at The Hillsboro House — named for
the color of the bed, which the manufacturer
accidentally shipped in the wrong shade.

An open house will be
from 1-4 p.m. July 29 at
246 E. Main St., Hillsboro.
The Hillsboro House can be
reached at hillsboro.house@
outlook.com or 937-763-2373.
The “B-and-no-B” can
be found on Facebook
by searching
“The Hillsboro House.”

Susan Davis takes a look at a shower “so big you could throw a party in
it” at The Hillsboro House.
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“We’ve just tried to
make it so our house is
your house.”

home in Locust Grove.
“We’ve just tried to make it so our house is your
house,” Davis said.
Beyond the master bedroom is a huge closet — which
Davis believes used to be the maid’s quarters — leading
into the master bathroom. An accent tub sits across from
a shower “so big you could throw a party in it,” Davis
said.
According to Davis, the process of rehabbing the home
has been one of trial and error. One of the happy mistakes resulted in what she calls “the butter room,” the
first bedroom at the top of the stairs. Due to a shipping
error, the manufacturer sent the room’s queen-size bed in
the wrong color — a warm, golden cream — but when
Davis opened the package, she fell in love with the buttery tone and decided to keep the bed.
Davis insisted that Thompson is “the picky one,” when
it comes to design, but as she walked through the house,
adjusting a sheet here or a candlestick there, she gestured
at different empty spaces on the floor and the walls,
wondering aloud what furniture piece might fit, or what
painting might complement the decorations in the room.
“There’s a bench I have that just cries out to be put
here,” or, “I want to put a chair right there,” or “I’d love
to see some drapes in that window.”
Still, she said her husband is the one who picked
out all the light fixtures and many of the decorations.
Thompson agreed, saying, “I’m pretty picky. I want
things done right.”
“When you’re doing something, you might as well do
it the right way, and then you don’t have to worry,” he
added.
Davis said she has two employees who do housekeeping at The Hillsboro House, but she often helps out just
for the fun of it.
“I didn’t think at my age I’d get excited about maid
work, but here I am, tugging sheets off beds,” she said.
Davis and Thompson keep busy with their day jobs
— she as a lawyer and he as the funeral home director
— and in whatever other spare time they might have, the
couple breeds quarterhorses at their farm on the outskirts
of town. Davis said she’s developed quite a following on
Facebook with videos of her colts.
“We’re not retiring any time soon,” Davis said. “We
work all the time, but we like what we do.”
And so do their customers.

OH-70051790

— Susan Davis

Fayette Co airport Fly-in
Saturday auguSt 4, 2018
8:00am to 5:00pm
thiS iS a Family Fun day at the County
airport! We kiCk oFF the day running
With the runWay 5k Walk/run @
8:00a.m. FolloWed by a panCake &
SauSage breakFaSt. take a ride in an
old FaShioned bi-plane or enjoy a boWl
oF yummy homemade iCe Cream! there
Will be WWii, korea, Vietman, t 51
muStangS and other airCraFt on
diSplay. lunCh Will be aVailable. We
Will alSo haVe Free aCtiVitieS For the
kidS. they Can enjoy the bounCe houSe
and get their FaCeS painted. SaVe the
date noW, Free parking!

Ad sponsored by
Fayette County Travel & Tourism
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A living history

Springfield’s Westcott
House demonstrates
Wright’s Prairie style
Story by Jane Beathard
Photos courtesy of Westcott House

I

t is part museum and part architectural novelty. And it draws more
than 8,000 visitors to Springfield each year.
Westcott House is more than a dwelling. It is among the finest
examples of architect Frank Lloyd Wright’s renowned Prairie style. And
it is the only Prairie style home in Ohio.
“He (Wright) was still trying to shape himself (when he drafted the
28
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Photo by Jane Beathard

design),” said Marta Wojcik, curator and executive
director of Westcott House.
It was a mutual love of cars and the burgeoning
auto industry that brought architect Frank Lloyd
Wright and Springfield resident Burton Westcott
together at the turn of the 20th century.
Wright was building a reputation that would make
him famous around the world.
Westcott was a prominent industrialist, riding
the wave of prosperity and prominence that made
Springfield a leader in the manufacture of farm
equipment.
Both men were unconventional and forward-looking thinkers, Wojcik said.
And both were intrigued with automobile design.
Wright bought his first car in 1908 and would
eventually collect garages full of early Jaguars,
Packards, Cadillacs and Mercedes-Benzes.
Westcott started manufacturing his own model of
car in 1909 — a venture that would eventually prove
his financial downfall.
Springfield was a boomtown in those days. And
people who could afford it built grand houses on East
High Street, the epicenter of social activity and status.

Photo courtesy of National Library of Congress
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As treasurer of the new American Seeding Machine Co.,
Downstairs, the living, dining room and reception
Westcott had the means to join that exclusive club.
rooms appeared to merge into one — so typical of Prairie
In 1906, Westcott asked Wright to design a new home
style houses — with much of the furniture built in.
at the corner of East High Street and Greenmount
“They feel like free-flowing spaces,” Wojcik said.
Avenue. At the time, Burton and wife Orpha had a
Upstairs, each of the four family members had a beddaughter named Jeanne and
room. Two additional bedrooms served
were expecting son John.
the nanny and cook.
Wright’s plan for the par“There were also four bathrooms,”
cel included a garage — a
Wojcik said. “Obviously, a luxury at
“It would have been
novelty in that era — for
the time.”
a wonderful thing
the Westcott family’s two
On summer nights, the family could
to entertain in this
autos. The garage design
retreat to two sleeping porches that
also included a turntable,
were adjacent to the front bedrooms.
house.”
mechanic’s pit and a small
“It was a way to keep cool with no
— Marta Wojcik, curator
stable for the Westcott chilair conditioning,” Wojcik added.
and executive director
dren’s ponies.
Orpha was active in the community
of Westcott House
Electricity was another
and the home became a popular gathnovelty and Wright enviering place on the Springfield social
sioned a home that incorscene.
porated that new energy source, including a dining room
“It would have been a wonderful thing to entertain in
table with stained glass lamps built in.
this house,” Wojcik said.
A long, horizontal roofline, as well as a terrace, urns
Old newspapers tell tales of parties and receptions in
and lily pond, gave the exterior an Asian feel. All were
the house — all coming to a grand climax with daughter
inspired by Wright’s 1905 trip to Japan.
Jeanne’s wedding in 1918.
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Westcott House is open
11 a.m. to 5 p.m. Tuesdays
to Saturdays and 1-5 p.m.
Sundays.
During the busy season, as
many as six volunteer-led tours
take place on open days. Visit
westcotthouse.org for specific
tour times and other details.
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Photo by Jane Beathard

But after that, the Westcott fortunes soon turned
sour.
Orpha died unexpectedly in 1923 of surgical complications. And Westcott took his wife’s death hard,
Wojcik said.
At the same time, his car company began struggling
financially.
Westcott poured money into the car venture, eventually mortgaging his house to keep the business
afloat. That was a disaster.
The car company closed in 1925 and Westcott died
a year later at age 57. The bank took possession of his
grand house.
The Westcott children gathered what they could
from the house. Some of the Wright-designed furniture went to a local polo club, while other pieces simply disappeared.
“Many pieces ended up in a Dumpster,” Wojcik
said, regretfully.
The house also fell on hard times, passing from
owner to owner during the Great Depression and
World War II.
Following the war, a local woman named Eva
Linton acquired the house and divided it into six
apartments — with an additional apartment in the
garage.
“They made so many changes that it affected the
structure,” Wojcik said. “It was unstable.”
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Time, termites and flooding also took their toll.
In 2000, the Frank Lloyd Wright Building
Conservancy acquired the unique home, then sold it
to a non-profit called the Westcott House Foundation.
An extensive renovation began.
“Urgency was the word,” Wojcik noted.
Using drawings and photos uncovered at Wright’s
archive in Arizona, local contractors and craftsmen
brought the house back to its original glory. By 2005,
structural work was complete and some of Wright’s
original furniture pieces were re-created.
Based on a 1908 newspaper clipping, workers even
revived the encauctic interior wall décor — a unique
combination of paint and wax.
“They found it under layers and layers of paint,”
Wojcik said.
A restored Westcott House opened for public tours
in 2005.
Today, 65 active volunteers supplement Wojcik’s
staff of two full-time and three part-time workers at
the house. Local Master Gardeners tend the gardens
in warm months.
It’s just one of several unique buildings in west central Ohio, Wojcik said.
“There’s so much interesting architecture in the
Dayton, Springfield and Yellow Springs area,” she
noted.
Westcott House may well be the most interesting.

HIGHLAND COUNTY
HEARING AID CENTER
Hearing Aid Sales • Repair & Cleaning Services
Free Hearing Screenings • Batteries & Supplies

215 N. High St., Hillsboro, OH 45133
(Across from Armory)

(937) 393-4558

OH-70058879

30 Day Money Back Guarantee

Now accepting all Major
Credit Cards!
Diane Garneau,
BC-HIS

Fresh Produce in season!

Meat & Cheese • Discount Groceries • Souvenirs • Crafts • Gifts • Vitamins & Herbs
• Candles • Books • Toys • Handcrafted Furniture • Gazebos • Seasonal Items

Free Samples throughout the store every Saturday.

Maintenance Free Poly Outdoor Furniture
Buy Here
& Save!

Gliders • Tables • Chairs
Rockers • Coffee Tables • Swings
Available in 19 Colors!

Think Country, Think Quality
Scenic Southern Ohio

OH-70058947

OH-70059213

NEW HOURS MON-FRI 8-6; SAT 8-5; CLOSED SUNDAY

Bulk Foods our Specialty
So are Great Prices!
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Head to the lake

Indian Lake home
to summer fun
Story by Merri Hanjora
Photos by Amanda Wilson

T

his is one parade that definitely stands out.
A boat parade — themed Christmas in July — will be
the centerpiece of Indian Lake Chamber of Commerce’s
Light up the Lake.
This is the second year for the parade. The first year drew 30
boats.
“We expect a lot more (boats) this year because everyone had
so much fun,” said Pam Miller, executive director at Indian Lake
Chamber of Commerce. “It was really cute. Everybody had a
good time.”
Santa — dressed in summer attire — arrives at Old Field
Beach via personal watercraft at 8 p.m. The parade line-up
begins at 8:30 p.m. at Fawn Island, with the parade starting at
9:30 p.m.
In addition to boats being bedecked with Christmas lights,
those who live along the lake are invited to decorate their
homes.
Parade participants are limited at 50 boats, Miller said, with
cash prizes going to categories like Best of Theme and the
Griswold Award. Business entries vie for a traveling trophy.
The event is sponsored by Bud’s Marine and Spend A Day
Marine, Logan County Co-op, Honda and Honda Credit
Union, Logan County Chamber of Commerce and CVB, Ohio
Ready Mix and Duff Quarry.
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Light up the Lake

Theme: Christmas in July
8-10 p.m. July 28, Old Field Beach
Parade begins at Fawn Island and travels around the
lake past the Moose Lodge, the state campgrounds and
Paradise Island.
Entry fee: $35 day of event, $50 for businesses
To enter a boat in the parade, call 937-843-5392 or visit
http://indianlakechamber.com/event-2544618. This event
is but one in a busy summer schedule, so be sure to visit
the website for details — including a restaurant directory.

SAVE THE DATE
Logan County
bicentennial

Parade at 3 p.m. Sept. 9. Begins at the Logan County
fairgrounds and ends at the courthouse in Bellefontaine,
where other activities will be taking place. For details,
call the Logan County Visitor’s Bureau at 937-599-5121.

— From Kathy
Calvelage, Elida

This salt and pepper set is Lefton that was
in an antique hutch in my mother’s dining
room. When she died and items were divided between my sisters and brother, these
were the ones that always caught my eye,
so I chose them.
Share photos of your collection at
amcgeesterrett@aimmediamidwest.com.
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‘Don’t
make
me pull
this car
over!’
Remembering
family vacations
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Column by Kay Frances

S

ummer is upon us and
the nation’s highways are
bulging with travelers. It
reminds me of my own childhood and those long, LONG
family vacations.
We traveled by “station
wagon” which was a cross
between a mini-van and a hearse.
My siblings and I didn’t have
much to do on those trips except
hound my parents. There were
no cell phones, iPads, DVD
players, video games or electronic devices of any kind to occupy
our wandering minds.
The horror!
We just had to play “The
License Plate Game.” It was
pretty primitive since there were
no personalized plates back then.

There were other games which
usually involved the winner getting to punch the loser on the
arm. I came back from family
vacations looking like I had been
put into a clothes dryer for two
or three hours. (My older siblings
have actually put me in a clothes
dryer, but that’s another story.)
Since there were no seat
belts or car seats, we were just
crammed together in the back
seat. We spent the majority of
our time battling over territory
with arbitrary lines drawn down
the car seat. Even when we
weren’t physically touching, we
found plenty to wail about:
“MOM!! He’s looking at me!”
Dad was always in a huge
hurry to Get There and our stops

Join the

10 th
A

ry
nniversa

Clinton County
Leadership Institute & Friends

FRIDAY, AUGUST 3rd, 2018
from 5:30 - 9:00 p.m. at

OH-70056002

Every. Single. Battlefield.
We would stand and look
out over a grassy expanse as
Dad would somberly tell us
how many people had died
in that particular “bloody
skirmish.” After those stories,
I had nightmares for days. I
still do.
I have to admit, when I see
kids in the back seat of a car
with headphones on — able
to tune out the world — I am
a bit jealous. Sticking your fingers in your ears and singing
“La La La” was useless.
Still, I wouldn’t trade those
family vacations for anything.
Kids today will never know
the joys and pains of having
to use your imagination to
endure unpleasant circumstances. And, as an adult,
I have been to “Lookout
Mountain.” Mom and Dad
were right; there really isn’t
much to see there. But, at least
it didn’t give me nightmares.

Hillyard
Family Farm
1081 Bernard Rd.
New Vienna, OH

for ticket sales & event details, please call 937.382.7120
Adult Ticket Advance Price $35
After July 27th $40

Children 4-10 yrs $10
(3 and under eat free)

GRAND
OH-70058913

were few and far between.
Even though we saw seemingly thousands of signs for
“Lookout Mountain” — and
begged to go there — Dad
said we “didn’t have time” to
stop. We were lucky we even
got to go to the bathroom.
Lord help you if your bladder wasn’t synchronized with
the rest of the family’s, and it
seemed mine never was. We
would pull over for gas and
to use their restroom and it
seemed I never had to go. But,
5 miles down the road, nature
would call. Oh, Dad would
pull over alright.
Right there.
Even at the age of 5, the
humiliation of having to use
the side of the road as a restroom was enough to make me
whimper, “I don’t really have
to go anymore.”
But, Dad mysteriously
found time to stop at every
Civil War battlefield.

Sisters

Hidden Treasures

Sisters too
S
Vintage & New

OH-70048323

and

25 Josephine St., Wilmington (across from the fairgrounds)

A Heritage
of Caring

Smith Funeral Homes

OH-70059211

OH-70059237

Wilmington and New Vienna
937-382-2323
www.smithandsonfuneralhomes.com
Traditional Funerals | Non-Traditional Services |
Cremation Choices | Advanced Planning |
Personalization Options | Green-Friendly Burials |
Pet Cremation
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Travel through
Neighboring
cemeteries preserved original prairies
Story by Jane Beathard
Photos courtesy of Tom Arbour

W

hen little Almira Andrews died in 1816 and was
buried on a tiny patch of prairie in what would
become northern Madison County, she had no
way of knowing that her final resting place would one day be
valued for its rare wildflowers and grasses.
Almira was only 5 when she succumbed to one of the
many diseases — possibly malaria — that plagued early
settlers of the soggy and mosquito-infested plains that lay
between Big and Little Darby Creeks in those days.
In time, 113 other souls would come to rest near Almira
in Smith Cemetery — named for Samuel Smith Jr., another
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area pioneer and Almira’s brother-in-law.
Not far west of the Smith plot, homesteaders Russell and
Lucy Bigelow struggled to eke an existence out of “The
Barrens” — as the Darby Plains were then called.
In the process they lost four children, burying each in
another little piece of high ground near the Old Post Road
(now State Route 161). Over the next 75 or so years, 98
more local residents were laid to rest near the Bigelow children in a place that would also become prized for its flora.
These Smith and Bigelow cemeteries are no longer places
of interment. Burials stopped in the 1890s. Both are now

time
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“Sometimes visitors are put off
when the plants disguise the
tombstones. But we manage for
plants.”

— Michelle Comer, manager of Smith and
Bigelow cemetery preserves

state nature preserves, managed and protected by the Ohio
Department of Natural Resources as two of the best examples
of relict prairie in the state.
How did these tall-grass prairie remnants, normally found
only farther to the West, end up in central Ohio? The answer
pre-dates any trace of humans in the region.
Millions of years earlier, a warm, dry period followed the
retreat of the last great glacier from the area. During that warm
spell, “fingers” of prairie sod and plants moved in from the
West, leaving the land between the Darbies different from the
surrounding deciduous forests, according to Michelle Comer,
manager of Smith and Bigelow cemetery preserves.
Tall grasses and wildflowers like false indigo, Bicknell sedge,
purple coneflower, stiff goldenrod, ox-eye and wild petunia
thrived there.
In the early 1800s, settlers from New England and
Pennsylvania arrived to discover the marshy prairie (the French
word for meadow) was not especially suitable for farming.
“It was too wet,” Comer said.
Those that stayed and survived the great malaria epidemic
of 1822-‘23, were eventually rewarded. They and their descendants tamed the wetland with tile and drainage, turning it into
some of the most productive cropland in the state.
The cemeteries, however, remained sacred places —
untouched by plows and harrows. Prairie grasses and flowers
continued to thrive in these .6-acre and .5-acre patches.
Modern times brought botanists to the area. They recognized
the value of preserving these plant species — many of which
are now rare or threatened — and urged the state to step in,
Comer said.
Although both cemeteries remain the property of local townships, ODNR assumed management of Bigelow Cemetery in
1978 and Smith Cemetery in 1982.
While steps are taken to preserve the old tombstones as
much as possible, flora comes first in both.
“Sometimes visitors are put off when the plants disguise the
tombstones,” Comer said. “But we manage for plants.”
It’s an uphill battle, she admitted.
“We’re fighting succession and we want to protect the integrity of the cemeteries,” she said. “We remove saplings (except
for a few bur oaks) and other invasives.”
Smith Cemetery is managed primarily for its grasses and
is home to a total of 30 important plant species. Bigelow
Cemetery has fewer grasses, but more flowers, among its 71
plant varieties.
Royal catchfly, an Ohio threatened species, is especially stunning at Bigelow, Comer noted.
“Hummingbirds love it,” she said with a laugh.

Late July and August are the
best times to visit Smith and Bigelow Cemeteries
State Nature Preserves. That is when the prairie
grasses and wildflowers are at their peak, according to Michelle Comer, preserve manager.
Both are open seven days a week from dawn to
dusk.
Smith Cemetery is located west of Plain City.
Take State Route 161 west to Kramer Road which
becomes Converse-Huff Road, then south on
Converse-Huff to Boyd Road. Take Boyd Road west
to the cemetery path.
Bigelow Cemetery is also west of Plain City. Take
State Route 161 west to Rosedale Road, then south
on Rosedale Road to the cemetery.
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Buckeye l ve
Krista Brian, Troy
Facebook: FaithLoveHomeDesigns
Etsy: faithlovehome
937-308-3982
faithlovehome15@gmail.com
Wood wall words, about 13-by-13
inches. $17.50. Custom laser cut
and engraved items available.

David Carman, Delaware
Instagram and Etsy: Kentucky Stick Chairs
740-513-8151
kentuckystickchairs@gmail.com
Folding outdoor chair. $250.
Custom finishes available.

Danny Hoop,
Hillsboro
937-588-2031
Ohio-shaped
mounting board for
deer or large fish.
$40 unfinished, $45
finished.

Cathie Streator,
Clarksville
Facebook and Etsy:
Patchwork People
Pins
937-725-2981
cstreator@yahoo.com
Flamingo pin, about
2 1/2 by 1 1/2 inches.
$13.
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Dena Clifton, Blanchester
937-783-3873
d.k.clifton@hotmail.com
Painted/bronze-look cement garden
stones, about 12-inch diameter. $6-$12.
Military branches and flags available.

Becky Schaub,
Wapakoneta
RT 33 LLC
419-302-8846
becschaub01@gmail.
com
OSU necklace. $30.

Are you a maker?
Show us what you’re up to!

We’re interested in learning about what our
Ohio neighbors are making in their free time.
There’s so much creativity happening outside
of the 8 to 5, a way for folks to help with the
household budget or just express themselves
in a way their jobs don’t ask of them.
Send a photo of a finished item, cost, social
media info and your contact info to amcgeesterrett@aimmediamidwest.com.

Front Porch
Profile
Offering a personal glimpse into
the lives of notable people in
our communities

Dessie Rogers
Clinton County Chamber of
Commerce Executive Director
By John Hamilton
What’s at the top of your bucket list?
I would say owning a beach house
in the Outer Banks, North Carolina,
where my family vacations nearly
every year.
What’s the oldest movie you’ve seen?
I’m not sure I can pinpoint the exact
oldest movie I’ve seen, but I’ve seen
all of the Marx Brothers’ movies from
the 1930s.
What’s your favorite summer activity?
I thoroughly enjoy spending time
outdoors, at the weekly farmers market, and at the new splash park in
town.

What’s a dish you’ve always wanted
to try?
I’ve already had them, but two dishes that both surprised me in wanting
to try and then really enjoying would
be haggis and blood pudding.
Who is your favorite fictional detective?
Hercule Poirot.
What do you love most about your
community?
One of the many things that I love
about our community is the ease in
which someone can make a positive
impact.
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One more thought ...

“Wine is sunlight, held
together by water.”

— Galileo Galilei

Photo by Martin
Graham
Washington Court
House water tower.
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Get the skills needed to become
a Real Estate Agent at
Southern State Community College!
Only three classes and YOU could qualify to sit for the “Ohio Real Estate Salesperson” Exam. Get
your license to become a Real Estate Agent and work full-time or part-time in a ﬂexible career you
love! Classes are now being held ONLINE and ﬁnancial aid is available to all who qualify.

Check out the class schedule
Principles of Real Estate (8/20-9/9)
Real Estate Law (9/10-9/30)
Real Estate Finance & Appraisal (10/1-10/21)

-----------------

**Real Estate Licensing Review (8/20-9/2 & 10/22-11/4)

For more information, please call Jeﬀ Tumbleson at
800.628.7722 x3678 or email jtumbleson@sscc.edu
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Scan me
Visit us online: www.sscc.edu/
academics/associate/real-estate.shtml

“Southern State’s accelerated Real
Estate Program made it extremely
convenient for me to get the hours
I needed to qualify for the State
exam. I love my new career as well
as helping people ﬁnd a home to
call their own.”

- Karen D., Local Realtor

“As a Southern State graduate, I
chose to return to the classroom to
participate in the accelerated
courses oﬀered in order to obtain
my Real Estate license. As a single
mother of two who worked full
time, I found it convenient to attend
the weekend courses at SSCC. Since
obtaining my license and working in the ﬁeld part-time,
I have participated in the sale of 14 homes with several
more in the pipeline. I would encourage anyone who is
considering real estate to enroll in this program!”

– Kelsey S., Local Realtor
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. . . . With cancer there’s no time for waiting.

When you have cancer, you can’t afford to waste precious time on the wrong
treatment. At Highland District Hospital, our DiscoveryTM STE imaging system from
GE Healthcare gives your oncologist essential information to help locate your
disease precisely and monitor it carefully to plan your treatment. Or she can know
sooner if a particular course of treatment is working, and can switch you to a more
effective treatment if needed. Ask your doctor about cancer treatment
planning at Highland District Hospital. And get time off your mind –

OH-70058951

and on your side.

